
Recycling your old electronics keeps metals, plastics, and other reusable resources out 

of landfills, and puts them back into the manufacturing supply chain.

Always bring your old, unwanted, or unusable electronics to our authorized drop-off 

locations to ensure that your end-of-life electronics are being recycled in a safe, responsible, 

and environmentally sound manner.

The Electronics Products Recycling Association (EPRA) is a not-for profit, industry-led 

organization designed to manage end-of-life electronic products that have exhausted 

their potential for re-use by donation to friends, family, or authorized re-use organizations.

For more information, and to find out what and where to recycle, visit Return-It.ca/Electronics

This Semester Earn an E+

Today, we recycle more than 3 million 

electronics devices every year in BC, 

and over the past 16 years we’ve worked 

together with British Columbians to 

recycle more than 260,000 tonnes of 

old electronics. Keeping metals, plastics 

and other recoverable resources out of 

landfills, and putting materials back into 

the manufacturing supply chain.

The Return-It Electronics program 

operates on behalf of the Electronics 

Products Recycling Association (EPRA), 

a national not-for-profit dedicated to 

collecting and recycling end-of-life 

electronics in a safe and environmentally 

responsible manner. For more than a 

decade we’ve been working together to 

make it easier and more convenient for 

people to drop off their old devices for 

recycling. The program has grown from 

only a few depots, in 2007, to now more 

than 300 authorized collection sites found 

in communities spread all across BC.

The number of categories of eligible 

devices that are accepted has grown 

since the program inception. A decade 

ago we could only accept computers and 

monitors, printers, fax machines and 

televisions, but today British Columbians 

can recycle 17 different categories of 

electronic devices including cell phones, 

video games, home entertainment 

devices, medical devices, musical 

instruments and more.

Once they’ve been collected at a Return-It 

Electronics depot or an authorized 

collection site, devices are sorted and sent 

to local EPRA approved recycling facilities 

for processing, where their component 

materials are then separated to recover 

metals, plastics, glass, and other natural 

resources that are then used to make 

new products. In addition to saving these 

materials from ending up in landfills, 

this process also keeps them from being 

illegally exported out of Canada.

92% of British Columbians are aware 

that they can safely and responsibly 

recycle their old electronics in British 

Columbia through drop off locations like 

their local Return-It Electronics depots, 

regular electronics drop-off events in 

communities across the province.

We’re also working hard to spread 

the word about other responsible 

uses for old electronics, by connecting 

businesses that would prefer to have 

their reusable electronics refurbished—

rather than recycled—through 

organizations like the BC Technology 

for Learning Society. This helps give 

new life to old electronics by supporting 

the Computers for Schools program in 

BC, and by helping British Columbians 

to give away electronics items to a 

BC-based refurbisher qualified under 

the comprehensive standards of the 

Electronics Reuse & Refurbishing 

Program.

Return-It Electronics and EPRA 

British Columbia are not-for-profit 

organizations dedicated to protecting 

BC’s environment and our shared future. 

The program is funded through the 

Environmental Handling Fees (EHF) 

which are applied to the sale of all new 

electronics products in BC. Neither a tax 

nor a refundable deposit, the EHF on 

each new device is used for the costs 

of the collection, transportation and 

responsible recycling of the device 

once it reaches the end of its life.

In addition to protecting the 

environment through the programs 

listed above, Return-It Electronics is 

also dedicated to helping protect the 

privacy and data of British Columbians, 

by providing easy, practical advice on 

safely and securely wiping devices and 

memory cards before getting rid of them. 

Information-and-more is available online 

at the Return-It.ca website.

Give new life to your old electronics. Learn more at Return-It.ca/Electronics

Return-It and EPRA provide British Columbians with safe and environmentally responsible 
ways to reuse or recycle old, obsolete, broken and unwanted electronics devices.
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Even when they 
stop working, your 
old electronics can 
still be useful.

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?

Display 
Devices

Personal/Portable 
Audio/Video 

Systems

Video Gaming 
Systems/ Battery 

Powered Toys

Printing, Scanning 
and Multi-Function 

Devices

Desktop 
Printers

Cellular and  
Non-Cellular 

Devices

Vehicle Audio/
Video Systems 
(aftermarket)

Desktop/Portable 
Computers

Home Audio/ 
Video Systems

Musical 
Instruments

Electric 
Scooters

IT and Telecom 
Equipment

Medical 
Devices

Electric 
Bikes


